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Go UV-10A SERIAL NUMBER 68~3806, CALL SIGN NAIL 89 WAS DIVERTED

'BECOME ON'SCENE COMMANDER OF A SAR EFFORT TO RECOVERY CREW. = A
NAVY F~4, "All SA=7 FIRING WAS OBSERVED AND CALLED QUT BY cOv:v !i
THE SA-7 WAS UBSERVED TO IMPACT IN THE RIGHI.ENGINE OF OV~10/,. ¢
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Ui 27 JE! 1975 L i GIG AL TOST CGITHOL, Gw118 WAS HORTELY Bt o o, -
LT 5 APPAOK, 1700 .. & I3 RGEIS VLIS HOTIRG Uacys LGHQT QF Qs 1o ot
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213 DAILE) OUT, LATER I FOUKD OUT HE WAS RIGHT AT 03 loumil op THE CUA Vi, iATr
69 SAID I WAS O SCIT COMMANDER, C-115 WAS JUST BEIDND HIN HD TVEY DIstlwm
L SITUATION. ™ SEVEQAL £4-71s WIRE CALLD OUT G GUAD. NATL €9 ASKED 115 %6 |
1150 BIGH #4C AND 10 LEP 89 XHOW IF [ SAW ANYTNING, AT 1725 I HEAD 3%%0GiE OALL

ST, Sa<7, TT SOUDD LIKE 105, 1 HEARD 3 MAYDAYS AW UATL 89 Sav A

L 50 A SHORL BZPRL. AT 1731 I NEARD C-115 SAY THAT UE HD CGiLAch i 89
M B3 1D SAD WL T AH GOIHG 70 BE CAPIVIUD", 0-115 ASKED IF IL. A3 1 j1-qp
(O TUE IS HO REPLY, TMMDIATILY APTER Ne89 WAS 70T NOWE C-135 mis (i
SOME OORLATDIL. MUETE 4AS NO SOPT OMDWANCE AVATLASLE (IICEPY 2013) fiis
SLVEUL STU5 OF FIGUIIRS YERE OVERMEAD WITH OMDNARCE, KLIG JAD 70 200 it 1
"ECHANICAL FROGLIS!, ,)
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HARL C. HMCHMAHAN, 1/LT, USAF.
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SAR STATEIRIT

£-U9 143G Nk SO JUSY VLSS VAPROOK 113 BJECTID. B DIELAD '\]Z.‘.l‘:?l'f‘?;.‘.‘:‘“:};”. B
COLGIDER WITY MYSELF 45 ASSIST.MY. APTIR ABOUT 5 70 10 11 07 140 G363 o
VI IR DONED CREVKEADERS, NE STATID DAY NE WAS GOLKG 20 06 S UEE gy ©
WIILE T STAYED JIGH T0 CALL ANYHIING OUT 0 TITM. HE Vg T WL Cos 0 2
pids WAEH T SAY THE SA-7 FIRID AT DIM. I CALLID I7 OUT 3 TLES. 10°aepmn-s, W

dwid

b v T PR i £ AKS ‘/.-. K - veyly
i3 D OFF A IR FLARE. I3 547 MDD I AU AT BOL, (7 T
i - “ J -~ ] - oAy Ay 1 . - s ey .'.'. ‘,,‘..‘.‘- .1, FYPI
;SR A P SECOMDS THI ROLLED Iit A LAZY MAUNER INTO 4 SPOM.  DINY ATHCD A S
y A

T1}E, 3 D VOICE CONTACT WITF WiGY I BZLIIVE WAS A, H E STATID "I': GOING 50 2:
J) ol &

PR B As) 1 A0 no BE CAPT;tmﬂ I COPIE) THAT Al:b REPEATE) IT BAC}{ :.:‘:0 EEI‘:I;' IE
i ST T2 AGAC TN WAIT SRDE LTS 0H X0! £ TIEED. IS RADI0 I Vit
Dy 1; :"IERE JAS 10 FURTHER CONTACT WITH ANY QF THE DOWNID CREWMEMBERS. AP.’,.Q.x.

ALTIC,CUSE WHES HE AS HIT VAS 6000!, HE WAS HIT AT 1735 OUR TIHE

JOIE N, WaST, 1/LT, USAF
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SAR STATEMENT - -

ON JAN 27th 1973 I TOOK OFF ON A 2B MISSION AT 1720 T0GAL TOME, JUST iy, s
TURN OUT OF TRAFFIC I HEARD COVEY 115 COME UP ON GUARD AND SAY MAYIAY, wppyy
MAYDAY, NAIL B9 HAS JUST TAKEN A HIT AHD TS GOING moum. AT TR T Gimas,.
OUT T LEARNED THAT A TAPROOM 113 HAD GONE DOWN PRIOR L0 NATL 89 M viay ym
HAD A TALLEY ON ALL FOUR CHUTES. COVEY 115 CALLED KIiG AND HAD U8 8 sriasin )
T PASSED GHANNEL 69 COVEY 43 CAME UP AND OFFERED TO STACK THE SWWEALI, snme o Fidi..
UP FOR 115 LEAVING HIM TO DEVOTE ALL HTS ATTENTION To THE SAR. THE WEATHZA wis g7
ING IN EXTREMELY FAST AND BY THE TINE THE SANDYS WERE ON STATION TD WAS 1/F Cormnas
AND GETTING WORSE. COVEY L3 HAD T0 RTB BECAUSE-OF FUEL S0 I T00K OV 1iir Framrene
WHICH CONSISTED OF 7 SETS. DUE T0 NOT BEING IN THE AREA T DIDN'T REAR A3 rynio
CONTACT WITH ANY OF TWE SURVIVORS. SEVERAL TIMES TURTNG THE NEXT 3 St T ymas
STRPER BUT NOT LONG ENOUGH TO GET A GOOD CUT. GOVEY 115 RAN SHORT 0 2is¢ i 2
HOUR AFTER I GOT T0 THE AREA, HE TURNED THE SAR COMMANDER OVEi 50 @y «ivs
COMMING ON STATION. THE SANDY's DID DROP SOME OLUNANCE SOME DISTALC © v:v-
SURVIVORS AND IN THE PROCESS SANDY LEAD TOOK A HTT AN HIS WING. IN ‘B iompnopa
SOME DUST-OFF CHOPPERS WERE TRYING T COME TN BUT DUE T0 EXTREMELY HZAVY Adk iosi::
FORCED BACK. AS THE FIGHTERS I WAS HULUING RAN QUT GF STATIOR TIME T GAVE THEM
TACAN TROPS ON GUN AND TRUCK POSITIONS MW OF DANG HA. T TRIED TO GEI A “ANKER i
FROM CANAMA BUT T"BY 'DIDN'T HAVE ANY SKETBALL" TYPE TANKERS), WHICH TIT p-7'5 T
HAD REQUIRED. 'THE WEATIER CONTINUED 0 GET HORSE UNTIL DARK, Wigd TIF orone ormes:
FOR ABOUT iy CLICKS TNLAND, THE NAIL GOT TWO SETS OF FIGITERS 32 3-10 i i o
WE DECIDED T0 PUT THEM ON THE NORTH SIDE OF THE MOUTI[ UF T RIVER D0 gy novs g

YV W S W e

OUT IF WE DID MAKE AN ATTEMPT T0 GET IN, THE NAIL DRQFPED HIS “LARES MDD ESGTE

WITH MY SYOKES AND RAN BOTH SETS FIGITIRS AS THE NATIL “AS SHORY ON CLe amd mio o -
WE XNOCKED OUT TWO 23's AND SILENCED A 37MM WITH SEVERAL SECONDARY BIPLOSTINS, -
NEVER AT ANY TIME IN THE FLIGHT HEARD ANY VOICE CONTAGT WITH THE SURVIVORS, Tz

dias

CHUTES WERE PICKED UP BY THE ENEMY ABOUT 25 T0 35 MINUTES AFTER THEY WENT LCunf, oo

ATRCRAFT BURNED FOR SOME TIME ON THE GROUND., I MISSED SOME OF THE REDIO TRAISHTSS.

VIV IV

FROM COVEY 115 DUE TO THE FACT I WAS HOLDING THE FIGHTERS FEET WET ON A DESCRATE 7
FREQUENCY AD WiS GOING TO PASS THEY OFF TO THE SAR COMMANDER WHEN HE VANTED, T 4.
GOT SEVERAL TARGET, CLEARENCES FROM TRATL FOR THE NAIL SAR COMMANLE y TO ¥02 12T
KNOWLEDGE THIS IS WHAT IIAPPENED,
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ROBERT E. ZIMMERMAN, Capt, USAF : . -
"Covay 1" B
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Statemont on 3AR for TAFROOM 113 and NAIL 89

On 27 Jamuary 1973, myz-1f (Covey L3) and my Backseatcr (Wolfman 1) heard
a MAYDAY from TAPROOM 113 wiaile wn were on the 315 degree radial for L1 IME
off .of chanel 69. 113 announcc” the plans was hit end he wag heading foetwst.
I told my backseat to inform the ships on station that they ciould: prepare’ for a
posagible pickup. We than heard a call saying that 113 has,or was going ‘td eject.
I than heard a call from 113B, The call was Barbled but it sounded like'he was
in his chute,coming down, talking on his survival radio. I heard only that-ons
call from 113B. I did not heer a call from 113A. My backseater saw the ejection
and sald that both men had gocd chutes. I immediately turned my aircraft in-the
direction of the ballout area. NAIL 89 also sew the ejection and was first: on the
scene followed by COVEY 115, 89 had g visual on the landing locations of. ths
two crewmembers and assumed the role of on scene commander. 89 “nitiated the SAR
checklist and began to request immediate air amd spec¢ial 3AR orcinance, I informs
him that T was in the area and ready to work. My Backseat told the ships to
prepsre for immediate}fire missions should naval gunfire support be deemed necessa

After about 5 min, had elapsed from the time of the initial ejection of 113 ,
I heard 89 tell 115 that he was going below 8500 feet)and for 115 to stay up-aroun
11,000 and cover him. 60 to 90 seconds after that 115 called "SA-7, SA-7, SA-T".
NAIL 89 than said "Aw ghit, we're hit; eject®. I did not hayborwaiisual on 89 at ¢
time nor did I see the ejection. 115 saw the ejcction and says that both mes hed
good chutes, 115 than assumed the role of on scene commandes. After a brief peri
of time I heard a garbled radio call. 115 asked him to "say dgain". I than heard
Nail 89 say, "This is NAIL 89'er, I'm.going to be captured, I'M going to be captur
I did not hear him say "Oh No", nor did my backseat, At this time I would like to
say that the previous transmission definitely came from NATL 89 (Lt. Mark Peterson
I roomed with him for 3 mths 'in Florida and it was his voice that I heard. I was
also a personal friend of his backseat (Capt. George Morris) and I could not confu
theiz: voicess NAIL 89-gsounded exhausted but unhurt when his transmission abruptly
ceased. I never heard a call from NAIL 55 either in his chute or from the pround.
Thefrea into which all four men ejected was approximately 10-15 kilometers behind
enemy lines and,was known to contain L to § endmy regiments. Their landing sites
had been bombed repeatedly prior to their ejection and was devoid’ of cover ard
vagetation,

A{‘\téer 89's ejection I assisted 115 in recovery for all four ¢Peumen by stackin
manage the fighter resources and by handling the extraneous radio-calls on a diffe
frequency clearing the primary recovery channels for 115 and KINGBIRD who wers
coordinating the recovery effort., I remained in the area until I was relieved b7
CCV=Y 1h and recovered back at DaNang. Dyring this period neither myself nor my

backseater her~d any other transmission from any of the downed crewmen.

Signeds COVEY L3 Capt. Joseph W. DeGaetano ~ (PXTW
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SAR STATEMENT
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v THE LAKEORS TINE HAS 1655 D THE LANDING APPROXT:ATELY 2130, DURTS CUR

o ik VMG THE SAR SIGHT NO VISUAL OR ELECTRONIC CONTACT Wss MWIDE Wy

TH EITIER

.o UL MNCRAFT MEDERS,  NUMEROUS GUARD AND SAR DELTA FREQUENGY CALLS WmE

o wdwaDiGC AESULTS, A CONTINUOUS SURVELLLANCE WAS KEPT OVER THE SCENE WITIL Tog

. LB AdLRL, AT VARIOUS TIMES "BEEPERN SIGNALS WIn+ HEAXD, BUT WE WERE

CLE 70 GBTALN i FTX G THE LOCATIOR,

.. I EIS CONTKOLLL' BY UNFRIENDLIES,

““(\\
LUl 2. BERY, Caph, USAF
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BOTH KING AND I VELT THAT THESE "BEEPERS"
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